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AVOoNDALE, Sept. 7,8, M., Scraxton, 11 P,
M.—The great disaster foreshadowed in the dis-
piatehes of yesterday, has become a certainty. The
miners of Avondale are yet entomhed, and scarce-
ly & hope remaing thut a single one of them will
be found alive. At first 1t was supposed that 200
men were in the mine when the fire broke out,
but later invesugations bhave shown that tlie
number was exaggerated. Not legs than 138 nor
more than 150 men and boys were in and down
the shaft at the tlime, There are fifty-nine chams-
bers in the mine, and in cach of these
chambers are one miner and one helper,
but as somo of thess men, it I8 known, were
not at work, one hundred is the number
allowed for miners and helvors.,  There were in
addition nine drivers, nine door hoys, cight gang-
wiy men, one oller, one boss mule-driver, ono
rodman, one roofman, one foolman and six ¢xtriv
hitnds.  This places the number shug up at 138,
The General Agent will not admt that thero
were any more in the mine.  But whether they
are two hundred or less, they are all dead, and,
probably, from a fatal mistake madoe by thaewr

Iriedds above.
A TATAL TUFOGRY.

Bome of the men who went down the shiaft tast
night, reported that the fire in the furnace was
all out.  The presumption was that when the
fire hroke out the miners had kept their senser,
and having dragged the flre, had fled to the

upper  chambers,  closing  the  doors  be-
hina  them.  Fupposing  this to be true,
the  reseuers  procecded  ou tho  siple

plan ot {orcing fresh air into the mine by
means of a fan working by an engine, both
machines having been taken from Serantou, and
kot to work about 10 o'clock A. M. Forty-six
men had beoen enrolled a8 volunteors to degeend
the shaft, and, tun less that halt an hour
the first  two  went  down 16 feet to
recounoitre.  They  lowered  lamps  which
burued freely.  Nearly an hour later four
men  deseended, but quiekly returned, reporting
that they had enecounteved < black darap,” as the
miners call the deadly carbonie acid gas, which
had foreed them to retire, They penetrated tho
gangwiay thirty feet. In another lhiour more
men went down seventy-five feot aud opened
n Bet of doors, Thus it went on until
nearly 4 P My, when a party of wen, penetrating
two hundred feot and opening tho duor, mado
the discovery that the flee was stifl burning in
the furnace, and had even gnited the conl piled
outside it,
ALL HOPE GONI.

Thore nnderstanding the situatiou, vpon tiepr-
ing thid faet, saw lu o moment that adl hope was
at ah end, and that all that could be done was to
drag the lost miners from their fierey tomb for
Christian buriad, They gaw, too, that all the
Iabhor of the day had been more than thrown
away, aud that they had unwillingly heen
cngnged in making certain the death of their
comrads below, if any of them had chanced to
reman alive, by forving air down the shaft to
feed the thames, to bread deadly gasses, aud to
fitl the entire mine with life destroying vapours.

THE OPERATIONS CHANGED,

A chango of operations was then instantly de-
cided on. 1t wan determined to direet immediate
eftfort to the extinguishment of the fire, Meaus
are  now arranged  to that end, and the
night will be ocenpied by deluging the mine
with water. If the mine is mnot closed off,
dangerons  gases, suflicient to allow of its
cxploration, other remedies will be tried. The
visks thus far attendant upon attempts to pene-
trate the mine have been extrema, and, although
no life has been lost, four of the brave men who
descended were brought to the surface m an in-
sensible cowdition, and were only revived after
great labor and the applications of the most pow-
erful romedies.

THE SCENE OF THE DISARTEL,

The scene of this catastrophe, unparalicled in
the history of Awerican mining, ig on the Lacka-
wanna and Bloomsbury Railroad, twenty-two
miles from Seranton, about six from Willes-

barre, and about one and a half below the ham-
let of Plymouth. Tho shatt 18 sunk in the side !

of a steop mountain, 8 27 feet deop -
and 40 feet below the mountain; has
a4 a tunnel opening  into  which it

18 dug through tho mountain. The main gang-

ways of tho mines arc nearly east and west from |

the shaft, the first being about 1,200 feet in
length and the latter about 800. Both east
afid  west  the inclineR are upward, and
the gangways ahout ten feet in tho cloar,
The sides of the shaft are lumbered with
wooden flxtures., The great wooden building
in which was the breaking machinery was imme-
diately upon the mouth, and all of this inflam-
mablo material was dry as tindor, If o spark of
firo touched any of this wood anywhere, even
outside the mine, a great conflagration was
Inovitable, and {ts communication to the inte-
rior of the shaft and mine almnost certain to
these facts must be added that the mine had no
alr-hole dlstinet from tho shaft. The miners,
working} far doewn 1 the bowels of the carth,
| had but that ono aperture by which to secure
ogross to the surface; that cut off, the wholesalo
dcstruction of human lifo which has occurred
was sure to happen.

I am informed that very fow of the mines have
~ been dosigned to prove, like Avoudale, a horri-
ble sgpulelire from a trivial causo, but are gen-
orally provided with air holes, geparate from {he
shaft, so that tho miners, cut off by any disaster
from the one, can have recourse to the other as o
moans of escape.

FEELING BY THE MINERS,

Very many timoes to-day have seores of tho
- grimmed miuers, gathered around ghe ill-tated
- mine, announced that not o ton of coal ever
| gowmes up hereafter from a mine unprovided with
- a distinet air-hole. Prom expressions of opin-
tonr heard everywhere to-day, it seems certain
thet the catastropho must result in all the mines
heing placed under the supervision of officers
appoiuted by the Stute.

' THY, BCENES OF TH: DAY.

Fhe seence (o-day bave beoo wgonining. A

large proportion of the lost werc married mon,
and their widows and children have beon gath-
erod in a wierd throng around the fatal shaft.
Bcores of these mothers have babies at the
breast. Nearly all are penniless. Their condi-
tion calls for tho promptest measures of relief.
An extemporized effort was made to-day upon
the ground by a clergyman, but it did not result
in much good. Mr. S8TORRS, the agent of the
Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Company,
which owns the mine, has announced that ho
will exhume the bodies of the dead and give
them decent burial at the expense of the
Company, but no further responsibility
will bhe taken without the express sanc-
tion of the directors, The efforts making
to reach the entombed have been greatly retard-
ed during the entire day, as well as yesterday,
by the throngs of people who have flocked to the
scene from the surrounding.country. Atno time
has there been less than 2,500 present, and often
during the day nearly double that number. Of all
those present not more than 100 were needed, and
the remalider were a hindrance rather than a
help, subjecting themselves and the real workers
to unnccessary hardship, for there was nothing
to eat anywhere near tho scene, and water
was scarce. The crowd of useless lookers-
on sunatched what little there was of food and
drink from those who needed it most., The
inconvenience has been so great that public no-
tice will be given to-night in all the towns and
villages requesting the people to remain at home
during the time occupied in the exhumation. No
one knows how long that will be. Some
cxpect that they will be reached and
brought out  to-morrow; others, and
the botter informed, think two and possibly
three or four days may elapse before the mine is
sufficiently eleared of ¢ black damp” to allow of
Its oxpnloration, As yet the reserves have only
penetrated two hundred feet, and have not found
atraco of any human being, The inference is
that the miners fled away from the shaft at the
moment of the disaster, and that their dead
bodies will be found in the most remote parts of
the gangways and in the most distant ehamboers.
THE FIRE STILL RAGES,

To-night the fire still rages at the bhottow of
tho shaft; the deadly black damp still chokes the
eutrance to the horrible charnel house; the be-
reaved women gtill sit on the mountain side

looking down into the yawning ecrater,
hugging their  bhahies and  gathering  their
broods about them., The day has closed

with an exlnbition of heroism that no hattle ever
produced. Another band of four miuers have
Just come up from the mine, after arranging
the hose. They did not hesitate to go, although
they knew they must meet the ‘“black
damp,” and knew that it had already proved
nearly fatai to several of their comrades,
But these brave, unseltish men have heen doing
this all day. One band of four was hauled
up almost dead ; another was ready instantly
to desecend and weet the same peril., The
excitement throughout the entire anthracite
region inintense, aud is decpened as the sus-
penso is prolonged. Nearly all the mines are de-
serted and businers is almost entirely suspended

in Scranton and Wilkeshavre, Kingsion, Pitiston
and ali ueighboring towns.
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