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THE GREAT CALAMITY.

The Present Aspeet of Affairs at
the Mine.

.

Startling Rumors as to the Origin
8 of the Fire,

e

The Jcalousies of the Irish and
Welsh Miners,

The Evidence Clear that the Shaft
was Fired.

J—

Measures of Relief all Ovar the
Country.

MATTERS AT THE MINK.

e

The Present Aspecet of the Disaster
—Facts and fgumors— Encendinrism
Charged—RBitter Feeling EBetween the
Erigh and Welsh Jiners—'The Seencs
of To-dny nt the Fline—Aid tor the
Hufferers.

Special Dispatch to the New-York Times.

ScraNToN, Sept. 10.—Althoueh the excite-
ment of the past tour days has weasurably sub-
sited ard busimess in all the towns is generally
resumed, the mines are yet deserted, and
probably mone will be worked before Mon-
doy. The catastrophoe i8 yet eagerly dis-
cussed, especially  among miners  who
gather in groups in their hamlets, and in the
towns, and amoug whom startling runiors are
currcnt this aficrnoon., In Hydo Park, whero
many of the lost belonged, it was openly assert-

ed and widely believed, that the fire
wos the rosudt of  design, The ramor
firat  developed o  most  interesting  and

grngalar faet that was quoted in support of the
chavgo, It is said, on the authority of a leading
miner, who had charge of tho explorations of
the wue in searceh oty the rdead, that the
wooded funnel Teading from the furnace to the
bottomw of the shaft Laa not been burned at all,
aund  that tho brettice or cribbing dividing
tue  shalt  into twao compuartuients  at
the bottom of the shaft had been merely charred
awl uot destroyed,  These are undoubtedly
facts, andare ditlienlt to explain on any other
giownd tiv that rhe five o the brettice began
seane distancee from the bottow of the shaft. The
eliiarge of weendiavism is founded mainly on this
eircumstance, and it s alleged that it was easy
for any one to reach vhe shaft and fire the bret-
tico throngh the tunnel, and retreat unobserved
and urinjured,

fn addition 1o thisgt i8 enrrently reported that
sotne Irish miners =aid that the * uanny goata,”
e Dhey terey the Welbsh, wouid go duown the shaft
#upne day and never come up alive, and that
g1oce the cecident, and while efforts were being
trace 1o open i wine and scarch for the en-
tombed, sonie ot the same men were overheard
fo ~uy that (oo mueh fuss was being made about
the “nnnny woats”" There is, and always has
bien, bitier aniagonism hetween the Welsh and
Irich miuers, and this talk smong the former is
probuply noilving wore than e reflex; but the
gonnd fernoee Funnel and bottom of the hrettice
£ ¢ perplexiiies whiclh are not pardies to their
a Jionies,

[t i absolutely eortain that fire was ecommuni-
cated trom the heetifce sote distanee from the
top. By actual measurement 1t is burned only
ninety teet from the month of the shaft, and is
abost totaily uninjared from there to within o
fe-w feet of the bottomy, where it is burned
o0n, as i it had canpht from the
acecis Tulline fromy above, There i8 a powerful
draft unwiird in the shudt, and if the bretticoe had
canght af the bottom it must have been totally
doitroyed il the way up. But all these minute
Qeluils of the prewent conduion of the miue,
wleeh iy throw g ttond of tight apon the disas-
ter, will doubilexs be developed by the inguest,
which commences to-morrow. It i singular,
however, that Tiowss Cavcon, who is ready to
testify to the facts relited, has not yet been sub-
preiaed as o witness,

The scenes at the mines to-day have not been
exciting, Working parties have been engaged
on the surface removing débris, and several
gquads Jdescended and made explorations of the
mime. The dead wmules  eumbered  several
of the gangways, and they bhad so far
decommposed as to ereate  a horrible
stencl, which was unavoidable in  these
confined spaces, Sulphuric acid was taken down
and used upon them as a ready means of anmbhi-
latinn, Thuanors were rife at Hyde Park and
other villages that more dead bodies were 1n the
wine, and for the purpose of satisfying tho
doubting further explorations were made, hut
without finding any. Notwithstauding this
proof, rumors continued to thrive of numerous
bodies being found,

Suhseriptions to the relief fund are pouring in
rapidly from various quarters in this section.
The following have been oftfered to-day: Dela-
ware and Hudson Canal Coal Company, $3,000;
Tuomas Dickson, §500; C. F. Young, $300; E. M.
Weston, $200; R. Mandell, $100; IZast Bostou
Mining Company, Kingston, $300; Jervis Lang-
don, $500; Josevh J. Albright, $200; Phelps &
Chase, $100; George Coray, $100; IL G, Tierce,
§100; Monies & Pughie, $100; C. I'. Mattics, $100,
and o number of other smuller subscriptions,
making o total of 6,051,

—  ———
The (losing Ncenes~-Incidents of the Din.
nxter—'The Funcrals of Yesterday—"The
Mine fmily Bixplored—Action of (Gova
ernor Genry—Ecehef for the Sufierera—
The Fund—Cauwse ot the EFirat Kxng-
gerated Hieports—The Enquest,
Frum QOui Special Cerresyp.ondent,
HeraxtoN, Friday, Sept. 10—-2:30 P. M.

To-day has heen in striging contrast with
yestevday, The hum of peaceful judustry, 1t is
true, is not yet heard in the Wyoming and Lucka-
wannie Yalleys, but the attention of the whole
populiution 18 uo longer concentrated upon that
tcene at Avondale, There i8 no longer the spec-
tacle ot an entire people gazing 1 spirt down
that blackeued shaft with longieg and dread, for
1ow the worst is knowu, Suspense I8 over; the
dead bave beeo counted, and tho widows and
erphaug muubered, The mine is no longer a
mwystery, and there Is no longer afear that the
hirdy explorer will meet a victim of its pecu-
Hur coustruction in any of 1ty gangways, air-
wayvs or chambers, 10 iy still @ horror, and must
be turever, butatis now a horror of mwathemati-
cil exactucess, and cuan never again assuwine any
uudetined shiape,

INCIDENTS AND SCENES,

The history of {he catastrophe, like that of a
battle, will probably never be complete. The
minuie details in wlaeh lie the dramatic foree of
tlie event, can never be fiully gathered. Ono
man could no more absorh the events momently
occurring during those four intense days and
nights «t Avoudale Bhaft, than could a single
ohiserver take in the minutie of a battle like ihe
Wilderness, But os these ineldents are culled
from the memories of the actors in the great
druma they are a8 worthy of record as though
gcen by the fresh individual.

Everything in the work of rescuing the en-
toubed was done, devised and supervised by
cowmitiees efiners, On the last day of Wing-

ing up the dead, the person in charge of the rope
that was attached to the platforny used for that
purpose and letting down the rescuers, became
convineed of it8 insecurity, and a “ committee’
went to examine it,  These men, after a minute
ingpection, pronounced the rope perfeetly relia-
ble and even better than a new one, and would
not have it changed, A little later another com-
mitiee was called, and auother mspection being
made, arrved at the same conclusion, where-
upon the person in charge, by merely shaking
the rope violently, unloosened the ends where it
was spliced, and despite the protests it was re-
moved and a new rope subhstituted.

No men or set of men were probably ever hefore
called upon to endure sueh extreme hardslnps in
the midst of o thickly-peopled country, as were
the men engaged about the mine. A fleld tele-
graph office was estahlished on a pile of boards,
near the erater, and there an operiator sat with-
out adequate protection from the weather for
forty-cight hours without a moment’s relief.
‘The miners, Sheriff, Coroner, jury and others,
were engaged, nighit and day, during the four
days, with short respites for some of thewn, and
even the brutes were called upon by thoe magni-
tude of the disaster for extraordinary exortiom,
as the little bay horse was required to trot
around the drum, coiling the rope that was holst-
ing the dead for thirty consecutive hours.

There were many weird night scenes, especially
during Tuecsday and Wednesday nights, when
the great crowd did not diminish and thore were
no other means of illumination than n few lan-
terng, The imagination ean scarcely conceive
the solemn weirdness of the sccuc when one of
the dead was borne out of the tunuel upon the
little platean, and the dim lantern light being
thrown upon the face, the Coroner’s jury gath-
ered around for the oflficial viewing of the dead.
Novis it an experienco of every-day life for a
inan to spend a stormy night in a freight car
piled high with coflins, with & little way above
him, on the mountain side, & miner’s dwelling,

whore a woman wailed all night long
over the dead bodies of her husband
and two stalwart sons. I have spoken
as I was bound to do of the sublime

courage and devotion displayed by the men who
went down the shaft to remove tho dead; but
thero were othersa not called on for that hazar-
dous serviece who were constant in their response
to all demmands, and worked willingly and un-
ceasingly in their several ways in the sorvice of
bumanity, who aro entitled to scarcoly less of
publie respect, The disaster has some little of
recompensein the grand spectacle it has afforded
of man’s humanity for man.
THE LAST FUNERALS.

There have been but two of the lost wminers
buried to-day in Scranton, but the attendanee
was large, owing to the presence of the miners
of the Delaware and Hudson Company, who
came down from Carbondale under the inpres-
sion that all the burials were to take place to-
day. Iad they been in attendance yesterday
the funerals would have becn much more im-
pressive than they were. The burials ot the re-
maining vietims have taken pliwee in the varions
surroutding towns,

HOVPES AND FEARS,

Specnlation is yet rife g9 to how and when the
vietims died. Hope was entertained until the last
that some one of those entombed men, sthiftel by
the Insiduous gas had written down the facts of
the fire and the movements and efforts of its vie-
fimeg, but that is now dissipated. The mine has
beenn  thoroughly searched, as well as  the
persong of the dead, and not a line hasg heen
found; henvce the exact moment and man-
ner of death must  alwavs remain mattier
for conjecture. Great stress has been laid on
the faet that the dinner-cans and canteens were
found full; and those who believe that man
must eat and deink underall cireumstonees have
thercon tounded a belief that death must have
ensued 1in o4 very few moments after the flre
beean, There are many cireumstances tending
to prodiuce this lmpresston; but with the re-
leetive the full cang are not epunted as conelu-
give evidence of the fact, It is well known that

there  have been  eases in England  and
Wales  where entombed  miners have left
an ample record of the canso of the

disaster, and great regret I8 expressed that it
wits not done in this case. As was telegraphed
last night, there ir an intenge dosire to know ex-
artly how the fire was communicated to the
shaft, and new theories as to its origin are con-
stanfiy cnecountered, some of which are gro-
tesque and many untenable. A favorite ideq is
that of the swinging grate under he shaft, men-
tioned yesterday, and it 18 ¢iaimed now that it
must have had a wood five in it, as those at the
time of the catastrophe at the top of the shaft no-
ticed sparks flitting upward some seconds before
the fire was discovered. But the originof the
fire can never be deflnitely ageertained, and as
carclesgness upon the part of the miners cgn
never be proved, and parsimonijous recklessness
upon the part of the owners can he easily shown,
the verdiet of the Coroner’s jury will be sure to
be directed decisively against the 1atter.

ACTION OF GOVERNOR GEARY.

The disaster is certain to result in the Btate
assuming  more  direct  sutpervision of the
mining  juterest  than  heretofore. Gover-
nor GEARY arrived at Scranton early
this morning, and taking a special train
at Wilksbarre,from thence proeeeded by carriage
to Avondale Mine., Ilis ohject 1s to procure tho
most full and reliable information of the catas-
trophe upon its scene, in order that he may pre-
gent the subject fully and intelligently to the
Logislature in his next annual message. Ho has
not arrived at any positive conclusions as to the
measures it wall he proper for him, to recommend,
but he is convinced that something must boe done
to render the recurrence of the casualty next to
itnpossible,

TIIE AVONDALE RELIEF FUND

ig fast becoming respectable in amount, but is
not accumulating as it should. It amounts so
far as returns have heen made up to this morn-
ing to %11,108 50, derived from the following
gources: New-York Stock Exchange, $5,000;
New-York Gold Exchange, "$2,500; Hon, AsBA
Packenr, $2,500; Governor GrARY, $500: Hon.
THURLOW WEED, $100; PAXTON & I AMMOND, of
Rupert, Penn,, $100 ; Sonator S8coTr, §50; Hebrow
Congregation of Scranton, $134 50 ; town of Prov-
idence, §158; Carlton-avenue Mothodist Episco-
pal Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., ¥5; Motropoli-
tan Mook and TLadder No. 8, $20: a
*Poor Man,” $1. These contributions, however,
have been spontancous,/and no organized cffort
has yet been made to eollect funds., A call will
soon he made, and meantime subseriptions can
bo sent to H. B, WRIGHT or THOMAS P, HunT,
Wilkesharre; W, W. WINTON or GEORGE CORAY,
Beranton; WM. L. WiLsoN, Plymouth; THEO-
DORE STRONG, Pittston, and Gro. H. STUART,
Philadelphia.

There are sixty-one widowe and more
than one hundred orphans suffering  for
the necessarices of lifo and aid must come more
liberally than it has, The Jlong strike,
which had only been over four days when the
disaster occurred, had depleted the minors of all
their substance and they are unable to extend
help to the families of their unfortunato com-
rades. The assis{afice must come from other
gources, Now-York has already done nobly, and
the liberality of tho metropolis 1y thankfully
recognized coupled with the hope that othor
communities may go and do likewise.

THE EXAGCERATION,

There i8 a devout if unspoken thankful-
ness that thero are no more widovs and
orphaus, and that the disaster had no sreater
seope. My dispatehes of Tuesday eveniag con-
tained the first mformation given the publie,
that the number of men engaged in the mine
had beon grossly exaggerated, but I noticed that
people elung tenaciously to tho 202, flrst an-
nounced, and seemingly upon good authority,
Mr. BopanroN and Mr, CRANDALL, the Associ-
ated Press agonis here, who sent out the tirst
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dispatches obtained the figures from CONRAD
LEE, the outside Supermutendent of Avondaloe
mine, who was naturally supposed to be the only
person above ground having the information.
Had LEE been at all vague on the subject, a posi-
tive statemont would not have heen made,
but as lhe said 202, and was only
in deubt whether there was not one more, the
figures were sont in tho belief that they were
true, and not from any desire to magnify the dis-
aster, The same remarks apply to my figures
of Tuesday night, when I placed the number in
the mine as between 138 and 150.  That informa-
tion was obtained from Mr., W. R. 8ToRgs, the
Genoral Agent of the Delaware, Lackawanna
and Western Company, and as stated, were based
upon the working capacity of tho mine, the
known absonce of nine miners and nine helpers,
and the presumption that except these the full
forco was at work., Itis now absolutely
certain that mno more than 108 wero in
the mune at the moment of tho catas-
trophe, and nobody seems to know why
the mme was not heing fully worked ou
that lust day of its existencoe, Iappily it was
not, aad that the eoal magnates do not know
why is a proof of the carclessness with which
the interior of the mines are supervised.
THE INQUEST.

To-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock, the takine of
testimony will begin at Plymouth hefore the
Coroner, and no prophecy can be made asto tho
time that will be consumed in the proceedings.
If the whole sysiem of mining is to bo
put Into the legal crucible, days must
clapse hefore a couclusion 18 reached. The
miners can show, by experts among themselves,
who have passed years underground Dboth in
Europe and here, that by erdinary care and lib-
ornl managemeont, mining in the Ponnsylvania
anthracite coal rogion can be made as healthful
and safe as any mdustrial surface pursnit, and
there i8 no likelihood that they will let the great
disaster pass without showing why 1t is that he
can dig and delve only with his life 11 constant
jeopardy. L. C.
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Fuarther Belicef tor the Avondale Suffer-
ers,

An informal meeting of citizens was held
in tho Mayor's office yesterday morning. The
Mayor presided, and Marshal TOOKER acted as
Scerotury, Among those present were Cowmp-
troller CONNOLLY, RICHARD O'GorMAYN, Colonel
JOLINE, Do¥Y jALONZO CuslIMAN, Senator Mok-
TON and Mr. VAN RaxnsT. The Mayor said it was
quite  unnccessary to make any extend-
ed  remarks  on o the  fearful  calamity
which had occearred, Tho public Tress
had  already given the full details, Tho
Common Council had taken action in tho matter,
but something more was reqguired, He would
suggest, that subseription lista be prepared on
which persons could enter their names for 1
cents, 50 ceuts, £100, or an unlimited amount;
that these lists be left at the hotels, banks,
brokers’ oflices, leading wholesalo and  retunl
stores, nowspaper ollices, &e., and that, when
fled up, they be transmitted, with the subserip-
tions, to the Treascurer of the fund,

The Mayor's suggeestions were adopted, and on
motion" Alderman CesuMaN was appointed Treas-
urer of the fund,

Orders were then given for the preparation of
subseription lists, the first of which the Mayor
headed with a donation of $100, and in 4 few min-
untes afterward n cheelr for $200 from Mrs, Os=-

1

waALD Orrenpoitrik,onoe of &100 from Mr. Hy.

STARKWEATHER, and one of 130 from the Deputy
Collectors of Asseszmonts and their elerks, were
handed in,

All the attachés of the Mayor’s oftice are to be
cinployed for one day in soliciting saubscriptions
10 the fund, distributing hists, &e.

Up tolast evening the employes of the Comp-
troller's oftice had subscribed $650 to the fund.

ACTION OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN,

The Board of Aldermen met at 4 P, M. yester-
day, Mr. CoMAN in the chair, and concurred in
the resolution appointing a Joint Committee to
golicit subseriptions for the relief of the familics
of the Avondale miners,

The following gentlemen were appointed an
sich Committee : CustMAN, NORTON, WARD,
HARDY and MCQUADE,

The Board then adjourned to Monday next at
2. M,

The Cominittee subsequently met and eleoted
Assintant Alderman JacksoN Chadrman, and Al-
derman CusiMaN Treasurer.

On motion of Aldermen Harby the Chalrman
and Treasurer were appointed to confer with
the Mayor and ascertain what measurer he had
taken in the premises,

The Commitiee then adjourned.

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS,

We have received $6 for the Avondale sufferers
from an anonymous subscriber, in addition to
the amounts previonrly acknowledged,

At a special meoting of the Caledonian Club,
held 1n8t evening, the sum of $100 was donated
toward the reliof of the Avondale sufferers,

The following appeal I8 being extensively cir-
culated among the Police forece:

To the Members of the Metropolitun Police :

GENTLEMEN: In view of the terrible ealamity
which has overtaken 203 miners in the Avondale
coil mine, Pennsylvania, therehy leaving about
600 widows and orphans, most of themn, no doubt,
in destitute circumstances, it is proposed by some
of the members of tho Force that each member
pay into the hands of the Precinet Treasurer of
“ Metropolitan Police Mutual Ald Association,”
and he to SBecretary of the Association, sueh an
amount as the said membershall feel able to give
for the pecuniary relief of the hereaved families,
ut the same timo tendering our hearttelt sympa-
thy in their distress,

Captamn JOIIN CAMERON,

Bergeant J. P. CONKILIN,

Roundsman HENRY WHEELER,
Committee,

NEW-YORK, Sept. 9, 1869,

The regponse thus far is most gratifying, a con-
stderable sum having heen collected,

The Thistle Benovolent Association, of the City
of New-York, yesterday adopted the follow-
ing:

TResolved, That $100 bo sont to the relief of the fam-
1tes of the miners whose lives were lost at the Avon-
dalo disaster, and the Treasurer i8 lLicreby ordered to
draw 4 chock for the samae,

The following cireular, addressed to railroad
managers, agents and employes, hasg been is-
sued

The undersigned, railroad managers, agentsand
employes, request a mecting of their associates
at the Astor llouse, Room No. 14, on Saturday,
the 11th inst., at 12 o’clock, noon, for the purpose
of devising some means of giving aid to the suf-
terers by tho late torrible calamity at the conl
mines in Ponnsylvania. A full atiendance is
urged:

Charles T. Noble, General Eastern Agent
Michigan Ceutral Railroad; J. Myers, Agent
South 8hore Line, No. 9 Astor House; M. B.

8paulding, Agent N, Y, C. Railroad, No. 239
Broadway; J. L. Fossler, Agent Union Line: J.
W. Sweenoy, General Eastern Agent Pacifie
Railroad; Jos. W. Prince, General Eastern
Agent M, and 8t. P. Railway; H. C. Marshall,
(teneral Eastern Agont M. and L, Railroad Line:
J. J. Bproull, Genernl Agent Illinois Central
Railroad; A.B. Do Friese, Agent N, Y. and Mon-
treal Line; George T. Nutter, Eastern Freight
Agent C. aud N. W, Railroad; J. B. Yates, Gen-
eral Agent Southern Mail Route; R. G. Hoyt,
Agent C, B, and Q. Ruilroad; A, IL Ward, Agent
Erie Railway, No. 241 Broadway; G. J. Caldwell,
Agont Erie Railway, No. 241 Brondway; J. J.
Hollister, 8. 8. Lino, No. 9 Astor House; J, H.
More, Agent Red Line; C. Bhutler, Contract-
ng Agent Red Line; H. C. Barr, Passenger
Agont L. B, and M. B, Railway; J. Farns-
worth, Agent Merchauts’ Dispateh, No, 1% Mur-
ray-streets H. W, Carr, Agent People’s Dispateh,
No. 1% Murray-street s W, I, Rob'n an, General
B, Apent T, W. and W., No. 264 Broadway s A, T,
Wilds, Agent, “ A Ling, No. 254 Broadway ; J,
3. Geer, Pior No. 2 North River;  Geo. 1, Jaryis,
(. W, and D, avd M. Railroad:
John % Sanford, Agent C. R. I. and
1. Railroad, No., 257 Brocdway; W, (. Van
Demark, Agent Empive Line, No. 2656 Broad-
way; A.C. Rose, Agent G. W, Dispatel, No. 201
Broadway; W. H. Perry, Supt. (i. W, Dispatceh,
do.; Poeter Mallett, Goneral Agent Atlantic Coast
Line; A. C. Bernouday, Agont Mer., Protective
¥reight Union of 8t. Louls i Ii. Cammings, Supt,
Mor. Dispateh, No. 113 Broadway; J. Chitten-
tlen, Supt. People’s Dispateh, No. 113 Broadwav;
H. Hipgbee, Agont Whito Line, No. 239 Broadway,




