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Rumored Intention of Napoleon to
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THBE AVONDALE CALAMITY,

The Inquest Begun—The Testimony Given
Yenterduy—Miners Not PPresent in Force
~Theyare Represented by the Presidents
of Their Unmions—'The Suspicion of Foul

Play in the §'ire Strengthened by the
Evidence.

Special Dispatch to the New-York Times.

SCRANTON, Penu., Sept. 11.—The inquest be-
goanat 11 A, M. to-day in shupp's HAll, Plymouth,
Lgguires Wapuans and Fxo zeting as Coroners,
A jury, cousisting of Wm. J. Harvey, Charles
Hutehison, Samuel Vanloon, James George,
Martin McDonald and Thomas Patten, were all
present, but the attendance ot the speetators was
miuch smaller than had been  anticipated.
The miners had stayed at home and were
represcuted by  the Presidents of  their
various unions, who, betng men of largo expe-
ricoce and practical education, were tully com-
petent to bring out the desirved testimony ; bt
no plan having heen arranged, there was oo
clashing among them, aud the proceedings were
necessarily delayed. In reading the testimony
care hiy been taken to embrace only such as
toucnes vital points, and while all is abbreviat-
¢d, that of soine witnesses is omitted totally, It
Will be seen that the evidenee fully sustains the
digpatehies of Tast night, aml strengthens the be-
lief that the fire was the result of desizn;

but the strongest evidenee on this  poiut
18 yet to be produced. It must  be
stated nlso  that  alt the witnesses aereed

that Avondale had no facilitics forextingnishing
» fire, and all were specudly questioned on this
point. Al agrveed, too, that it woutld hitve been
comparatively easy to cut through into the
Union Mine, and thus have provided a second
oatlot for Avondale; but some were of the opin-
jonn that had such a passage heen eut, Avondale
Mine woitld have been flooded with water. The
tollowing is the testimony of to-day

C. A Wisan, M. D), swatu: The cause of the
death of the men foirnd in the mine was the -
hallng of carbonle acid gas, produciig asphy xia,

Christoplher Savage, sworn: L am familiar with
tho Avaendale Mine, and was 4 footman init: [
wis not at work Monday morning, and was st
In the nine on Saturdivy ;s there was then a fire
in the furnaee, whieh had heen Xindled on the 2d
inst., after the suspension; there was always
good air in the mine up to the timoe of the acer-
dent; the flue of the furnaco was eut throngeh
solid coal and attacked to the shaft by a brick-
work shaft; it was pretly wot at the time of the
fire; the furnaceman in charge at the time com-
menced on the 24 of the month; thers
wak  another man  thers before  tho  sus-
pensgion; there was always a generanl feel-
g among the mon that the shaft might
take flre, and, if 1t did, all wonld be lost, but no
one cver suspected that it would take fire from
below;  bhay was carried looso down the shaft in
s car, the stable boss gomng in the same car; I
do not know whethier he carried an open hight or
noty I have been connected with the Avondiile
Mine from the timme of 1ts construction; the
Union Mine is immediately below Avondale; I
think there would have been little difticulty in
making a gangway between the two mines; there
was no other means of ventilation, egress or
ingress to the Avondule Mine, exeept the one
ahaft, which was 230 fecet deep; the brettice in
the interior was all of wood; there was a stable
and tool-house of wood 1n the mine a short dis-
tanco from the bottom of the shaft: lvan
Hughes, the inside foremaun, feaved fire from a
defeet in the flue and gsome time ago had 1t re-
paired. (Thhs witness was examined at great
length by several persons, but he was not aminer
aud had little deflnite knowledge on the points
in dispute.)

Conrad Lee, sworn- “J was the outside
foreman of Avondale Mine; Lyman Min-
nick attended at the head of the shaft

on Monday morning ; it was his first day in
that capacity; I was not present when the fire
was discovered; had no idea how it originated ;
there was no filre ahout the top of the shaftto
have caused it; never knew of a man to go down
with hay and have a light with him ; I have heen
down in the mine half a dozen times, and oh-
gerved mattera  when down; the wood
work in the mine beglng at the hottom
of the shaft furnace, and was not con-
neeted with it by wood; the draft was
very strong in thoe flue; never saw any sparks
in it; the fire 1 the shatt broke out about a
quarter before ten A, M.; the flre was kindled
in the furnace about half-past six A, M.; two
aaygbefore work started I heard Evan Hughes,
the inside foreman, say he intended to drive a

tunnel so as to make a second entrance to the
mine, and to take mien and mules in and out
that way; 1t woukd bave been nearly done
then but for the asuspeusion ; there was
no up-draft in  the carrlage-way of  the
ghaft © I considered  Hugbes  and  his
predecessor  carctad, prudent,  experienced
miners; Hugher, however, was 10t a 1man
of many ideas; one ohjeet wasr apt to en-
gross hig attention, whuiever it might be s he
did not encourage the idea of drivinga tunnel
through from Avondale to Union mine; he said
it would injure his ventilition and huther him
with water: [ am convinced that every tuine
hould have two openings, _

* Uharles Wilcox, sworn: I was ticket boss of
Avondale Mine; I was at the top of the shatt
when Palmmer Steele went down; I did not #eo
him go down, thut is, T did not wateh; o nnmber
of ¢ars were hoisted rrom the mine after he wont
down before the fire was discovered ; the first I
gnw of the fire it waa at tho head of the flue
above the mouth of the shalt; I supposed ‘!t
caine frow the new firemat not kuowing exactiy
how to build his tire; the fluine shot up very
rapidly ; no effort was made to extinguish it;
we had no time or facilitiesa; there were two
1arge tanks of water two hundred feet distant,
used for supplying water to the boiler ; they had

hoge attacinuent.

miins%n Dunn, sworn: I wazin the shatt the
gnorning of the fire; [ wont down at 1nine
o’clock A. M. to get work; I l'eluullllt:d three-
guarters of an lonr, and saw a nnmoer of men
c{own there; several talked with me and satd it
~vas a4 good place to work:; I promnsed to go to
work in the mine next morning; I went past the
furnace and back in the miue; everythingso
far as seen was all right; there wus no wood 1o
the furnace, it cun[:un_t:d simply a 1ass 0;’ 1.30511;
111 going np the shaft 1 saw 1o fire or 111(11(_3.1t‘1nn
of lire anywhere; I saw no steam ot smuhe_aml
felt no heat: I think I got out of the mine aljuur-
forty-flve minutea past nine A, M. I tnezn wernt
howne ; nonmediatoly weross the river, justas I Kot
home, I saw the breaker on fire. [This \.‘vllht::}h
was {he last person who ascended the shatt
rior to the fire.] _

pThuums Roney sworn; 1 was engineer at the

Avondgle Mine; 1 Luow where the furuiace was |

s .

located; it was about minety feet from the bot-
tom of the shaft; 1 have assiated in kindling a
fire in it; I never heard any foars of it expressed
by any one; I know that the brottice wus on tire
once before; that firo was in the flue-way, and
had 1o connection with the shaft. (Witness was
here crosg-examined by IHeNky J. PHILLIPS,
Mining Engineer of the Delaware, Lackawana
amnd Western Coal Company, which developed
that there had been trouble between him and the
Avondale miners, and they had prohibited him
from working in the mine.)

Phillips then asked the witness if he had ever
eadd that it he ecould not work there, no other
(—d bugger should? He denied that he had
ever nsed such expressions. The wituess cor-
roborated the previous testimony, that prior to
the sugpengion, Evan Hughes had been engaged
in boring a tunnel back 8o as to make a second
passago to the mine, Hughes saying tho mino
was not safe, Witness and Thomas Morris, one
of the killed, had been engaged in the tuunnel,

Isaae Thomas, sworn: I worked in the Avon-
dale mine two years; was last in the mine Satur-
day; I never heard that there was any danger
from the furnace, and am certain that if men had
had another outlet they would have escaped ;
the time consumed 1n ecrecting the barricade
would have sufliced for them to have
reached the sccond outlet before they
were suffoecated; 1 belioeve that the shuft
did not take flre from the furnace, and
always will ; since the fire T have been down in
tho shaft, and find in the centre the brettice is
not burned at all, only blackened: at the bot-
tom 1t i3 burned; that occurred from the fire
falling from the top; while I am sure that the
fire did not originate from the furnace, I am
unabte to say how it did begin; I have seen cur-
rents of air in mines strong enough to carry
smull pieces of boards, but do not beligve that
the currents in Avondale could have carried o
picco of burning board the distance from tho
furniace to the air-way; I never kuew of any
fire in the brettice; that fire spoken of by the
previous witness was in the cross-way; as soon
a8 it occurred, the Company took down the
wood brettice and put up one of brick,

Thomas L. Davies, sworn: I worked inthe
Avondale shaft ten months, and am familiar with
it; Tdon’t believe that the fire began from the
furnace, but it must have originated near tle
tunuel, as it is burnt there more than anywhere
clse; L believe something was thrown on the
brettice; I believet was set on fire: 1 feel posi-
tively certain it conld not have originated from
the rurnaee; T have geen men in the flue, be-
tween the air-way and the furnaee, after a fire
hid been kindled; the current is strong enough
1o carry sparks from the furnace to the air-way ;
bt I am sure thoeose sparks could not have set
thie to the brettice in the air-way, even if sparks
hiad been so cavried.

Alee, Weidr, sworn: T was engineer of the mine
some time aro; 1 told Hughes thete was danger
of fire in tho shadt, my reason being that when [
went down to pack pumps I was troubled by the
heat, espeetally on the air-way side,

Geo, Morygan, sworn: L hayve been connect-
ed with  mining  sineo I was 10 years
of  age;  speaking  as  an expert, 1 be-
lieve that  every mine shouwld have two
openings to be safe; 1 was amoug the tlest
to zodown the Avondale shaft atter the fire:
the top of the brettice is burned completely, but
from seventy-tive feet below the top of the shait
down to within twenty-flve or thirty feet of the
bottom, 1t wits not burned at all; but below 1t
wuss T donot believe that the tire originated in
the bottom ; if it had, it would have been burned
all the way up; L did not notico inside of the
brettice, bt ain certain that the fire began a

fung  way from  the  hottom; the  puides |
along  the  =ide of the  brettice, after
threo or four lengths from  top, show no

Bign ol flre whalever; at the botrow, again,
they ave inned 3 1 believe this tire at the hot-
tom wus Kindied by the burning debris fulling
from above; [ have beenin this valley, as &
tner, eleven years, I know ot many mines
operated as the Avondide is; far too many, and
I vremember one other ghaft that was burned—
Buttonwood Shart Mine, years sgo, bat no lives
woere then lost,

At 1his point a question wuas asked, to which
MorcaN answered that he supposed it was in-
tended to eondemn the systemm of working in
mmines with only one outlet, in which he heart-
Hy agreed, HiEsry W, Evaxg, who was act-
ing as mouthprece for the miners, then gaid
that that was just what miners Intended to
condemn, They kuew that {o work in 4 mino
with one outlet was dangerous, and had known
it all these years; but they must work in them
or etarve, gnd they intended on this oecasion to
show precisely to what perfls they are exposed
by the one-outlet systemn, This specch was fol-
lowed by an outburst of applause by the miners
present, which was promptly suppressed by tho
Magistrate,

Thomas Thomag, sworn: I have heen aawnlner
for thiriy years; [ tmosnre that g one-shat,
tine, crpecintly with a woeden bnilding over its
mouth, is extremely dangerons: 1 have had
many conversations with old miners coneeriine
sueh places, and it was alwave acreed that in
case of fire not o man would come oud alive;
in the case of Avondade Tdo uut believe that {ho
fire orrginated from the furnace; U was o dis-

tant,
At this point the inguest was adjourned till

Tuesday next at 9 A, M, It has been agrecd that
some one of the miners shall conduet thy exuam-
imation of the witnesses, which will greatly exe-
pedite future proceedings,  The following circu-
lar Lias been issued by the Relief Comninittee s

Prysouvrh, Pemu, Sept, 11, 1869,
The Relief Committeeappointed during the dis-

aster at Avondale met Tnst evening at the Firat |

Mational Bauk, Plymoutlhand orgionzed perman-

cutly by eleeting I, Co Wannams President, H,
GAYLORD Treasurer, and W, LANISON Reeretary.,

A Commitlee of seven persony wan appointed to
lInok after and supply the immediate wants of
the afilicted, to furnish them their reguivrements
for at least one week, to take a census of the
families of the unfortunates, and to report their
action at the meeting to be held Monday even-
ing, and alzo to devise a systemn for an equitable
distribntion of funds and other contributions,
It I8 requested that persons into whose hanls
countributions are placed will forward the sanne
to H. Geaynonh, at the IMrst Nitiosa! Boank of
Plytnouth,

(~ighied) o COWADITAMS,

Frestoaen of Conitivi e,

MEASURLS QF RELISE.
e
The Committre nt Elymouth
Alrenay—Contributions from
Localities,

Piyyouvri, Pen, Sept, 11, - A LRelief Com-
mittee for the care of the afllicted by the late
disaster at Avondale mine, at this place, has
boen organized by electing ¥, € Waniiay, IPres-
dent, H. GAYLORD, (President of the [rst Nation-
al Bank,) Treasurer, and W. L. WiLsoN, Socre-
tary. A sub-Committee of seven is now at work,
supplying the wants of the needy, aiid devising
a system for continned operations, Contribu-
tions should be forwarded to HENDERSON (JAY-
LORD, at tho I’irst National Bank, Plymouth,
I’enn,

PRILADELPIIA, Sept. 11.—GEORGE H. STUART,
treasurer of the relief fund for the Avondaloe suf-
ferers, has received over $12,000. 1t 18 expected
that collections will be taken up in many of the
churches to-morrow for the same purpose,

BiNncnaxMron, N. Y., Sept, 11.—Mayvor CoNG-
DON, of this city, has, by the request of the Com-
mont Couneil, called a public meeting of the
eitizens for Monday, the 1ith, to Litke measures

in aid of thrwe Avondale sufferers,
-——“—+——-—-—-—-

Action of Railrond OMeers.

A meeting of railroad officials was held
yesterday, at noon, at the Astor House, to de-
vise means by which to afford further peenninry
relief to the Avondale sufferers. CHARLES L,
NoBLE, of the Michigan Central, was appointed
President; Judge SWEENY, of tho Missouri Pu-
citie, Secretary, and Jacon I. GOSSLER, of the
Union Freight Line, Treasurer.

On the motion of Mr. GOSSLER it was resolved
to furtit & catniiittee, commposed of onoe persvn
fromw every railroad, who shounld bhe empowered
to collect subsceriptions from their immediate

employes, and that blanks should be printed and
given to each for that purpose, The reaolution
was unanunously adopted, and a committee of
three appointed to see the measure carried into
effect, This Executive Cowmmittce consists of
JOHN J. SPROULL, of the Michigan Central,
Chairman; IL. W. Cangr, of the People’s Dis-
pateh, and J. L. GOSSLER, of the Unjon Line.

A list of nearly 200 nates was made out by the
Exeeutive Comuiittee, of persons in the ratiroad
interest, and their Seceretary was direeted to
sond tiie blanks to each one, with a request that
they would interest themselves in getting sub-
geriptions from their employers. The meoting
tlten adjourned until next 8aturday, at the same
time and place, when the collections made will
be handeit to the Treasurer. A vote of thanks
was relurned to My, Stetson, for his Kiudness in
ofti-ring thew the nse of his room for the pur-
past o the eetiog,

e — —

Action of the 'Temple Empnu-kl.
After the conclusion of the seevices held
vesterday morning at the Tewpic Buanu-El,
corner of Fifth-uveunue and Forty-third-street,

Engnged
Various

the Rubbi, Koy, Do ADLEL, very foclingly J
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alluded to the rocont catastropho at Avondale,
and the trustees solicited contributious, The

result was the receipt of over $500,
s

The Dore Paintings.

The paintings on exhibition at the gallery
No. 82 Fifth-avenue being of a religious charac-
ter, the agent lias decided to exhibit them to-day
from 3 till 9 . M., the proceeds to be contributed
in aid of the Avondale sufferers.

——— et
Farther { Procecdings at
Oflice,

Yesterday the employes in the Mayor’s of-
fice distributed subscription books among all the
hotels, bauvks, brokers, newspaper oflices and
leading wholesale and rotail merchants., Beveral
gubscriptions woro received at the Mavor’s
oftice during the day. Tho amounts subscribed
will be promptly forwarded to those in whoso
behalf they were given,

el

The Brooklyn Sknting Rink.
The proprietors of the Skating Rink will
give n concert in behalf of the Avoudale victime’
families, on Monday evening.

the Mayor’s




