
DECISIONS OF

The Public Service Commission
OF THE

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

June 1, 1926, to December 31, 1927

VOLUME 8

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

1928



•

7 . DE lSI N OF THE P BLIC SERVICE COMMISSION.

fiJ P st and publi. 1, ~rr tiy on r b f.or July 1 1926, upon not Ie..,
i han ten day' noti) t th pnhh' aud thi lommi ion, a II w tariff
~ -!leonl d ir!:ne 1 t pI' due a gro" annual revenue not in exces of

o. Alth ugh th 'viJ IH' uf re ord doe not include traffic data
nffi iE'utly ckfinit t upport an order for pecific rates, it would indi
at that about 6.6 per c nt of the gro revenue was derived from

privat automobile for which the ton rate ~ 25 cents. The Commis ion
i. a.ti fied that the record ju tifies the ugg stion and the public interest
demands that in the new tariff the toll rate for private automobiles other
than motor busse, regardless of seating capacity, should not exceed
'fifteen cents per automobile with no additional charge for extra persons.
'When filing said tariff with the Commission, the respondent company
hall submit therewith the traffic data employed in arriving at the rates

of toll therein.

BOROUGH OF MOOSIC

VS.

ERIE RAILROAD COMPA Y, SCRANTO J RAILWAY COM
PANY A D COUNTY OF LACKAWANNA

COMPLAINT DOCKET No. 2789

Crossings-Railroads-Briclges-Reconstruction-Cos-ts.

The Commission ordered the reconstruction of an inadequate and unsafe
bridge carrying a borough street over the tracks of a railroad company.

Costs of the improvement were apportioned among the parties in interest.

Cha1"les L. Robedso'n} Walte1' W. Kohler} D(LVid J. Reedy and TValter
L. Hill for the Borough of Moosic.

H. L .. Taylor, J1'. a.nd H. L. Taylor for the County of Lackawanna.

John L. helley} J·r. for the Department of Highways.

G1'ove1' R. J (}JInes for the Erie Railroad Compa.ny.

. L. Tingley for H. B. Gill for Scranton Railwav Company.

H~POItT BY THE OMMI SlON, June 16 19~a:

• tat Highway Route o. 5, a main artery of travel between Scranton
and I)itt'ton, i known in the Borough of Moo,i Lackawanna OLloty,
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:IS ~(\\ ~(l'\'et. .\t a poillt neal' tIle sOllthcl'll 1JOLLIluary line of the borough
t h i~ 1:'11'('(\( i:- ('arried o\,er the two tracks of the Wyoming Division of the
\':ril\ HnilroHd Company l)y a steel plate girder ]Jridge. On complaint filed
II." the bor01lg'h allegiug the dangerous and inadequate character of the
i\\'\\rlH'Hd ('rossillg, this Commission hy its report and order of July 27,
I ~)?). sllstained the complaint and ordered the bridge to be reconstructed
ill accordance with the gencral plan submitted in evidence by the Depart
111\\llt of Jj igll \rays. This pIem pr()Yided for a new through steel girder
lll·jllg-e b;-) il'd in IL\ngth with a clear roadway of 30 feet, and a 22-foot
\1'rtiea1 dL'fll'<1l1CC, a11(l for a ;3-foot side\ralk along the east side of the
bridge and its approacbes. The expense of the improvement was a11o
ultl\cl among the parties.

~ubse(Flclltly the complainant l)orough petitioned the Commission to
lllOdify the report allll order by placing the sidewalk on the west side
instead of the east si(le of the structure for the reason that the greater
nUll)bel' of pe(lestrians reside west of the highway and that the sidewalk
on that side 'would he of far greater convenience and safety to pedestrians.

On April 27, 1926, the Commission rescinded its former action and
ordered further hearing. 'rhis being beld, the Erie Railroad Company
submitted a revised plan for the reconstruction of the bridge, marked
"Erie Railroad Company's Exhibit No.1" at the hearing of May 19, 1926,
\\'hieh proYides for a 3-span steel girder bridge 'with a clear roadway width
of :W feet and a 22-foot vertical clearance. The sidewalk is placed along
the \rest side of the highway. The plan as submitted meets with the
f1pproval of all the parties in interest and will be adopted by the Com
llllSSlOn.

(1'he estimated cost of the improvement, according to the plan, exclu-
. ~ive of property damages approximates $81,138, divided into the following
three main items: Bridge over railroad, $51,360; approaches, $28,798;
track work, $980. It will be necessary to appropriate several tracts of
land for the improvement, the estimated cost of which is $10,000. This
makes a total over-all cost of $91,138.

From a consideration of all the record the Commission finds and de
termines:

1. rI'hat the bridge carrying Sax Street (State Highway Route
J o. 5) over tbe two tracks of the Erie Railroad Company in the

Borough of Moosic, Lackawanna Connty, is dangerous Rnd its re
construction necessary for the safety, accommodation and conveni
ence of: the traveling public; therefore, the complaint 'will be
snstained.

2. 'I'l,at said bridge shall be reconstructed in accordance with
the general plan prerm'cd by the Erie Railroad Company and sub
mitted at the hearing of Mity ] 9, 1926, ma,rked "Erie Railroad Com
pany'. Bxhi1rit No: 'I," which i'nic1 pla11 is hereby approye<1, nttached
hereto and made 'part hereof. .

3. That the Erie Railroad Company, within thirty (30) dllyS
iT In tbe date of serviQ~ h _l'{)()f submit to this Commis ion for



7G DECISIONS OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION.

<1]>]>1'0\'<11 and to the parties of r8con1 for examination, detailed plans
tlf tht' COl11'truction work llerein ordered to be done by said Erie Rail-
foad Compally.

~L 'rhat ~11l property lleccssary for the improvement together
",itll nil lmildillgs a))(l structures erected or located thereon will be
tHh~Jl amI appropriated for the purpose of the improvement; de
tHiJed c1L'srripLions thereof, with the names and addresses of the
rpplItcd O\rllerS, lJ('ing reeitecl at length in the order attached to and
Jlln(le part of this report.

{'I. 'rhat the Erie RaiJroar1 Company shall furnish all materials
and do all work necessary to complete the sub- and superstructure of
the lJri(lge, induuing the roauway paving thereon, and in addition
shall relocate its tr8cks,-all in accorrlance with the approved plan;
tIlE' estimated cost of tllis portion of the work being $52,340.

6. Tll<:lt in lH1dition to furnishing the materials and doing the
work herein on-Ierecl to be done by said Erie Railroad Company, said
compan~- shall pay cmy money to whic·h it may be entitled as compen
sation for damages to its property taken, injured or destroyed by this
improvement.

7. 'l'hat tIle Department of Highways of the Commonwealth of
renns\'lyania sllall furnish all materials and do aU work necessarv
for tbe construction of the approaclles, including concrete curb, side
,ralks, an(l roadway paving thereon, in accordance with the approved
plan; tlw estimated cost of this portion of the work being $28,798.

8. 'That all of the work be fully completed by the respective
parties on or before N ovem1Jer 30, 1926.

~). TJlat the Borough of Moosic shall pay to the Erie Railroad
Company, ,,-hen and as certified by The Public Service Commission,
the sum of $2,000, to apply on tIle cost of the work to be done and
materials to lJe fnrnisheo by said railroad company, and, in addition,
slwll pay any compensation for damages due to the on-ners of ad
jacent property taken, injured or destroyed in accordance with tIle
approved plan, exclusive of damages due to said railroad for damage
to its property taken, injured or destroyed by the improvement.

10. That the County of Lackawanna shall pay to the Erie R~lil

rORd Company, when am1 as certified IJy The Public Service Com
mission, the sum of $R,500 to apply on the cost of tIle work to br
Jone and materials to be fUI'llished by Raid railroad company.

11. That the C01ll1ty of Lackawanna sIlall pay to the Depal't
m nt of Highways, wIlen and as certified by The Public Service
Commission, the sum of $9,500, to apply on the cost of the ,,'ark
to be done and materia Is to be furnished by said Department of
Jfighways.

J2. That any relocation, changes in, or removal of any adjacent
,truetuT''-' , equipment or other facilities of any telephone, telegraph,
gas, el ·tric light, water power, water pipe line or otber public E'n
jc~e rornpany which may be requir.cl as incidental to the improve
mcmt llcrpij1 ordered 1JC mac1e hy RAiel public 13 rvice ompany at itA
own oxre n.. '.

lB. 'Chnt, upon complotim1 of the impr:ovem nt, the' Eric Railroad
Con Pllll. SlHlll Tl1ni Irtf! in th J suh- wn(l fwperstru .tUI' of th bridge,

'lui v of 'IB,v,ing tl,(~rCOll, and t.he- Borough f; J\f 0 i shall malll-
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tclil\ tllO approache.. , together with the paving thereon and the paving
11 th· bridge.
1. 'J'hat the exist in~ bridge remain in use until such time as its

removal i, necessary for the construction of the bridge herein ordered.
An order will issue in accordance with these findings.

LEWISTOWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND THE VISCOSE
COMPANY

VS.

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD CO~~PANY, DEPARTMENT OF
HIGHWAYS, TO\iVNSHIP OF GRANVILLE AND COUNTY OF
:MIFFLIN

C01IfPLAINT DOCKET No. 6178

Grossings-Railroacl-Relocation of highway-Gonstruction-Viacluct-Gosts.

A grade crossing was abolished by the relocation of the highway and the
construction of a viaduct. The work and the costs were apportioned among
thE' parties.

Provision was made for a contribution offered by an industrial corporation.

/~;pen('er G. Nauman for The Pennsylvania Railroad Company.

11'. W. Uttley for the Lewisto"wl1 Chamber of Commerce and the Viscose
Company.

II. O. Lantz and A. Reed Hayes for the County of Mifflin and Supervisors
of the Township of Granville.

.J. I,. Shelley, Jr. for Department of Highways.

HEPORT BY THE COMMISSION, June 15, 1926:

,'tat }Gghway Route No. 470 (Secondary System) at a point approxi
mately 700 te t east of respondent railroad company's Lewistown Station
in Granville 'rown, hip, Mifflin County, crosses at grade the four main
lin> tracks of th Middle Division of 'rhe Penn ylvania Railroad Olll

pany. ThiF! higbway e'tends between the municipalities of IJewistown
llwl UranviJl , a:l;)f1 was r cently establish d as a State Highway of thj~

(JornllJonwElaltJI in ae(lonlance with th ]JI'ovisio:n of an Act of Asst,mbly
nppro 'ei. April 8 ] fj2f), P. IJ. 101. 'rhe ornplaint, all(wes that the
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