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190 	DECISIONS OF THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

Elmer D. Christine and Charles R. Bensinger, for Order of Railroad 
Telegraphers, et al. 

BY THE COMMISSION, April 28, 1952: 

The Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad Company main- 
tains on its main line an agency passenger and freight station which 
is known as its Mount Pocono station and is located in the Borough 
of Mount Pocono, Monroe County, about 2.3 miles by rail and two 
miles by improved highway east of its agency station at Pocono 
Summit and about 5.7 miles by rail and 5.5 miles by improved high- 
way west of its agency station at Cresco. 

In the instant proceeding The Delaware, Lackawanna and Western 
Railroad Company seeks Commission approval of the abandonment 
of its agency passenger and freight station at Mount Pocono. 

Within the 30-day period subsequent to the posting of the required 
notice of the abandonment of Mount Pocono station, protests were 
filed against approval of the instant application by 78 persons repre- 
senting business firms and individuals of Mount Pocono and vicinity. 
A hearing was held on December 5, 1951, at which four witnesses 
testified in behalf of the applicant and 17 witnesses testified in behalf 
of the protestants. 

The record shows that the station at Mount Pocono serves an area 
which is both commercial and residential in character, and has a 
summer population of about 3,000 to 4,000 persons and a year-round 
population of about 725 persons. 

There are a number of retail food stores, novelty shops, and hotels 
and boarding houses in the community, as well as a liquor store, an 
office of Pennsylvania Power & Light Company, an exchange of The 
Bell 'telephone Company of Pennsylvania, a State police station, mink 
and mushroom farms, a second-class United States Post Office, and a 
Western Union telegraph office. 

The agent at Mount Pocono .station is on duty from 8:30 a. m. to 
5:30 p. m., except Saturdays and Sundays, and his duties are to receive 
and deliver carload and less-than-carload freight; to collect freight 
charges and perform accounting work incidental thereto; to handle 
baggage and to sell passenger tickets. The agent is also agent for 



Passenger train service at Mount Pocono consists of two trains in 
each direction between Scranton, Stroudsburg, New York and Phila- 
delphia, daily, except Sunday. One westbound train does not operate 
on Sunday. In addition to the passenger train service afforded by 
The Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad Company, the 
Borough of Mount Pocono is also served by the motor bus facilities 
of Greyhound Bus Lines and Martz Bus Lines, operating between 
Scranton, Wilkes-Barre, New York and Philadelphia. 



A witness for the applicant testified that all less-than-carload ship- 
ments at Mount Pocono station are handled by motor truck service 
operating out of Scranton on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Carload freight is delivered daily to the public delivery track at the 
station. If the application is approved, applicant will retain the 
public delivery track and will continue to provide carload freight 
service at this station on a prepaid basis. Patrons now using Mount 
Pocono station will be able to secure similar service at Pocono Summit 
station of applicant. 
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A Direct or of the Biological Division of the National Drug Com- 
pany at Swilh\ater testified for the protestants that the drug com- 
pany received at the Mount Pocono station during the period from 
May, 1949 to May, 1951, approximately $2,200 worth of freight and 
express shipments which were paid for at the station, and that the 
removal of the station would be an inconvenience, particularly during 
the winter months. Swiftwater and Mount Pocono are connected by 
a four-lane highway known as U. S. Route No. 611. 

The Postmaster at Mount Pocono testified that he has been post- 
master since September 16, 1947; that he receives all the mail through 
the Mount Pocono station which is located approximately 800 feet 
distant from the post office while the Pocono Summit station is about 
2.6 miles distant. This witness also testified that Pocono Summit is 
a Fourth Class Office and is not equipped to handle additional mail. 

The Postmaster at Swiftwater testified that all inbound mail sched- 
uled for Swiftwater and Scotrun is delivered through the Mount Pocono 
station; that the post office at Mount Pocono acts as a separation 
post office for Swiftwater and Scotrun; and that removal of the Mount 
Pocono station would cause delays during the winter season. 

The President of the Borough Council of Mount Pocono testified in 

behalf of the protestants that Mount Pocono station is located in a 
community which is a summer vacation resort and that the black top 
highway between Mount Pocono and Pocono Summit is impassible 
at times during the winter. However, on cross-examination, the wit- 
ness testified that during the winter time of 1950 the road between 
Mount Pocono and Pocono Summit was closed for only a half a day 
at a time and that the road was closed completely to traffic only once 
during the past seven years. 

The manager of Sky Line, Inc., a hotel located in Mount Pocono, 
testified in behalf of the protestants that the hotel accommodated 
175 patrons who used the Mount Pocono station for passenger, freight 
and express service. The witness further testified that the Mount 
Pocono station was only a five-minute walk from the Sky Line, Inc., 
and that the abandonment of the station at Mount Pocono would be 
an inconvenience to the patrons of the hotel. The witness also stated 
that :it tinie;, i t. WaS 111011' convenient for the hotel's patrons to take 
the evening train (Phoche Snowl out. of Poci ►►  Summit to Hoboken, 
New Jersey. 
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The treasurer of Mount Pocono Chamber of Commerce testified in 
behalf of the protestants that he has been a resident of the community 
since 1914. He stated that the agent at Mount Pocono station was on 
duty seven days a week in June, 1944, and that now the agent's service 
is reduced to five days a week. He also testified that it appears that 
service provided by Greyhound Bus Lines to and from Mount Pocono 
has not been satisfactory due to a number of complaints received from 
guests at resort hotels. This witness further testified that the abandon- 
ment of the station at Mount Pocono would be detrimental to the 
whole community and would cause real estate values to decline. 

The operator of Hawthorne Inn and cottages, who testified that he 
has been in business since 1916, has advertised through the "Mountain 
and Lake Resorts" pamphlet published by The Delaware, Lackawanna 
and Western Railroad Company as a joint promotional arrangement 
for the railroad company and the resorts stated that closing of the 
Mount Pocono station would be an inconvenience to his guests. 

A housewife testified for the protestants that if railroad service 
were made more convenient a greater portion of the resort patrons 
would take advantage of the railroad service to Mount Pocono. 

The testimony of eight additional protestants was substantially 
the same as that of the above witnesses. 

While the record discloses that applicant would save about $4,227 
annually if the station at Mount Pocono was abandoned, minor 
financial gain alone cannot be considered an adequate and sufficient 
reason for abandonment of the station. We may evidence by certificate 
our approval of the abandonment of the station only after a finding 
that the abandonment is necessary or proper for the service, accom- 
modation, convenience or safety of the public. The record is clear that 
if the station at Mount Pocono is abandoned the community as a whole 
would be considerably inconvenienced and that everyone of appli- 
cant's patrons at Mount Pocono will suffer some loss of convenience. 

Upon full consideration of the matters and things involved, we 
find that the proposed abandonment of the station of The Delaware, 
Lackawanna and. Western Railroad Company at Mount Pocono, 
Borough of Mount Pocono, Monroe County, is not necessary or proper 

let' the service, acconunod:Ition, convenience or safety of the public; 

T11 IlA{ 1$ 1,14'( 1t 1 
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IT IS ORDERED: That the prayer of the instant petition be and 
is hereby denied. 

Commissioner Houck voted in the negative. 

NICHOLAS N. PERRY and .JOSEPHINE PERRY 

v. 

MANUFACTURERS LIGHT & HEAT COMPANY 

Complaint Docket No. 15638 

Service Adequacy—Gas Companies—Gas Operating Service—Priorities—Re-
modeling of Building Tariff Regulations. 

Two consumers remodeled a building by constructing a new foundation, and 
almost entirely a new basement, by reconstructing the entire second floor and 
installing a. central heating system where before there was none; held a natural 
gas company was within its rights in ordering the consumers to discontinue violat-
ing the company's tariff regulations providing a system of priorities under which 
applications for new space heating service are classified on the ground that the 
remodeling so changed the character of the building as to constitute a new struc-
ture requiring a new heating system. 

Gas Heating—Replacement of Equipment—Service Adequacy—Priorities 

To replace a 55,000 Btu portable heater limited in use to one room with a 
central heating plant consisting of two 150,000 Btu gas-fired boilers cannot be 
considered a. mere replacement of obsolete equipment. 

norit 	ond ifecher ► y 111 ichael Barletta, for Complainants. 

Thorp, Reed (Ind Armstrong by Clyde A. Armstrong, for Alanufae- 
turers Lip,lit awl 	Comp:my. 
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